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REGULATION No. 437/2018
COUNCIL_OF NMINISTERS REGULATION TO
PROVIDE THE DEFINITION OF POWERS,
DUTIES AND ORGANIZATION OF THE
CUSTOMES COMISSION -

WHEREAS, the Customs Commission is already

established by law following the organizational and
structural changes in the Federal Government Executive

Organs;’

WHEREAS, the Powers and Duties of the
Commission are provided to be defined by the Council of
Minister’s Regulation; ' Al

NOW THEREFORE, the Council .of Mill:isiérs has
issued the following Regulation in accordance with Anticle ""‘
31 (2) of Proclamation No. 1097/2018 dcﬂniﬁg powers an&

duties of the Federal Executive Organs.

1. Short Title

This Regulation may be cited as “Definition of
Powers,” Duties and Organization of the Customs

Commission Regulation No. 437/2018.”
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Regulation:

1/ “Ministry or Minister” means the Ministry or

Minister of Revenues, respectively.

2/ “Commission or Commissioner” means the
Customs Commission or Commissioner,

respectively. .

3/ Any expression in the Masculine Gender will be

applicable to the Feminine.

3. Head Office ‘ .

The Commission shall have its head office in Addis
Ababa and may have branch offices, and .customs
stations elsewhere in Ethiopia or abroad as may be

necessary.

4. Objectives

The © Commission shall . have ' the ' following

objectives:
1/ - To provide equitable, expeditious and: quality

service by establishing a :modern customs

administration system;

2/ To collect duties and taxes timely and efficiently

on goods imported or exported;

3/ To implement relevant customs laws and
international agreements.  approved  and

ratified by Ethiopia;

4/' To Control the import and export of prohibited

or restricted goods;

5/ To prevent and control customs fraud and

contraband.
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5. Powers and Duties of the Commission

The Commission shall have the following powers

and duties:
1/ To assess duty paying values, collect duties
and taxes, collect license and service charges

in accordance with laws;

2/ To inspect and examine documents of
- importers, exporters or any other person, for

the purpose of enforcing customs laws;

3/ To carry out studies for the establishment of
customs stations in any customs ports, frontier
posts and transit routes, and implement same

up on approval by the Ministry;

4/ To establish customs warehouses.and approve
the place for the deposit of import and export
goods, establish warehouses, give license for
those who establish customs warehouse,
supervise the proper handling of deposited
goods; ‘

5/ To prevent and control the import or export of
contraband goods and seize, take any legal
actions ~on - such - goods -and - means of

transportation of such goods;

6/ To inspect and search any goods and means of
transport entered in to or departing from
Ethiopia through customs ports, frontier posts

and other customs stations, assure that they

are being accustomed,

7/+ To seize goods which are prohibited by the
law not to be imported or exported , restricted
or un. accustomed goods and take the

necessary legal measures;
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11/

12/
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15/

16/

To collect, organize and disseminate data of

imported and exported goods;

To carry out studies for efficient system of
levying, valuation and. collection -of customs
duties and taxes as well as ways. and systems
of .combating and repression of contraband
activities, and implement the same up on

approval;
hJ

To sale, dispose, administer goods without

owner, abandoned or forfeited; %

To issue, renew, suspend or cancel various
types of licenses in accordance with the

customs laws;

To prepare forms and brochures necessary for

customs activity;

To apply and implement modern systems and

methods for valuation, assessment and
collection of taxes and duties' and ' financial

accounting and other related activities;

To provide trainings to employees that enables
the commission to obtain efficient, customs

professional expertise;

To provide efficient, equitable and quality
service with in the sector based on the
principles of transparency and accountability,
and enforce the proper implementation of
incentives and tax exemption 'granted to
investors ‘and ensure that the privileges are

used for their intended purposes;

To organize and compile statistical data on
customs criminal offences and disseminate the

information to others as may be necessary;
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17/° To plan and implement awareness programs

that will ease the enforcement of customs
law;

18/ Plan, implement, evaluate in collaboration

'with " Federal " Police concerning  the
deployment of, the police - force organized
= pursuant to article 9 of thijg Regulation and
other felevant laws to prevent criminal

offences in-viol'ation of customs laws.
19/ To organize and Operate customs laboratory;

20/ To make international agreements regarding

the customs administration with the direction

of the Ministry;

21/ To own property, enter into contract, sue and
be sued in its own name;
22/ Perform such other related actfvities required
for the attainment of jts objectives.
6. Organization of th mmissi
The Commission sha] have:
1/ A Commissioner and Deputy Commissioners to be
appointed by the prime Minister; and

2/ Necessary employees.

7. Pow d nsibiliti th ission

1/ The Commissioner shall be the Chief Executive
Officer of the Commission and shall direct and
administer the activities of the Commission,

2/ Notwithstanding Sub-Article (1) of this Article, the
Commissioner shall:

a).. Exercise . the Powers and Duties of the

Commission specified under Article 5 of this

Regulation;
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b) . Employ, administer, dismiss employees in

accordance with Regulation No. 155/2008;

¢) Prepare and submit to the Minister the annual
plan..and budget of the Commission and

implement the same upon approval;

d) Effect payment in" accordance with the
approved budget and work program of the

Commission;

e) '‘May settle Civil disputes out of court in
accordance with the directives issued by the

Minister;

) Represent the Commission in all its dealings

 with third parties;

. g) Submit periodical reports to the Minister.

3/ The Commissioner may delegate part of his Powers ‘
and Duties to officials and employees of the
Commission to the extent necessary for the

management of the Commission’s activities.
8. Powers and Dutics of the Deputy Commissioners
The Deputy Commissioners shall:

17 Support the Commissioner in planning organizing,
directing and coordinating the activities of their

respective sectors.

2/ Perform other activities directed to them by the

Commissioner.,

3/ In the absence of the Commissioner,-the Deputy
Commissioner, specifically delegated by the
Commissioner shall carry out the activities of the

Commissioner.
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i
Federal Poljce shall

have the responsibility to

PULENTA  ppgoey A0 organize, train and deploy Customs Poljce force to
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law,
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~The Government  shal] allocate budget of the

Commission.

11. Books of Account

I/ The Commission shall keep complete and

books of account,
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2/ The books of account and financial documents of
the Commission shall be audited annually by the

Auditor Genera or by other Auditors designated
by the Auditor General,

12, Eower to jssue Directive

The Ministry may issue Directives necessary for the

Ima)
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effective implementation of this Regulation,

13. Inapplicable jaws

Any Regulation or Directive that g inconsistent with
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this Regulation shall have ng effect on matters
covered by this Regulation,

14. Effective Date

This Regulation shal] come in to force as of the I*

ne oo hogrnr ahaG

day
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of December 2018 of its approval by the Counci] of
Ministers.
AL AN A€ ENTE .90 Done at Addis Ababa, this 30" Day of January, 2019,
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"PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
MPAL 0t

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



